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What Germany Demands.
In return there was to be demanded

of Belgium only that she should refuseto permit the allies to cross Belgiansoil.that is, to move against Germanyby the roads that Germany used

eighteen months ago in the great drive

to Paris that was checked and turned
back at the Marne. Belgium would
thus disassociate herself from her presentchampions, reassert her claim to

be regarded as neutral and enter into

full possession of all her territory and
of all her rights as a sovereign and in- I
dependent state, which lapsed when the

Germans overran the country.
Such a possibility opens new and wide

horizons. It is true that it coincides
with renewed reDorts that the Ger-
mans have prepared yet another offensivein northern France and Bel-
gian Flanders and are about to make
a final drive for the channel.one more

effort to hack their way to Calais.
This may prove to be true, and the
rumored negotiations with Belgium
may turn out to have 110 meaning.
On this point it is futile to attempt
prophecy, but the evacuation proposal
has sufficient justification in existing
conditions to warrant examining the
consequences of such a course, and
these consequences would manifestljbeso considerable as to change the
whole character and course of the war.

In this article 1 shall endeavor to discussthe meaning to Belgium, to Germany,to France and finally to the
whole allied camp of such a BelgoUermanagreement.

Where Belgian Interests Lie.
For Belgium there can be no mistak- j

ing the fact that a treaty of peace with
Germany.a separate treaty which restoredto King Albert his whole kingdom.together with certain pecuniary
concessions or even without them.
which recognized Belgian independence
without other conditions than that Belgiumshould close her frontiers to alliedas well as German armies, would
be wholly advantageous.

Taken at its most favorable possibility,from the allied side, the spring
offensive, which turned the Germans
out of France, could only result in makingBelgium again the battle ground
of all the great armies of the western
front. A pursuing allied host, a retreatingGerman army, defending itself
and holding at least temporarily the
several fortified lines that have been
m-enared. would together turn the
country into a hopeless ruin and the
dense population, caught between the
contending armies, would suffer new

^and terrible hardships and losses.
1 Every one familiar with the present
-1 thought of the Belgian soldiers who

hold the narrow strip of their country
left to them along the Yscr has reportedthe horror with which they look
forward to a victory which would mean

the advance of their army and the
opening of th*-ir artillery in territory^
inhabited by their families and their
countrymen. Victory thus has become
something of a nightmare for them,
for victory means carrying the war

back to their own homes.

More Months of Misery.
But if the victory is denied, if the

Germans are able to hold out for anothersummer, as they did all last
summer and fall, then this would
mean so many months more of misery
for their families and for their countrymen.so many months more of slaveryfor Belgium and perhaps the end of
all chance of liberation; for the Germansmight at the end of this campaignagain conclude that they could
hold Belgium permanently.
That any obligation of honor binds

th»- Belgians to the allies will hardly
be maintained. They have certainly
paid their price; they, at least, have
done their share if they can now make
peace, honorable peace which gives
them back independence. For their alliesto ask more of them is to ask the
unreasonable and to show ingratitude
for their noble sacrifices.

What Germany Might Gain.
For Germany there are two different

sorts of profit that might be drawn out
of a separate peace with Belgium and
the evacuation or the conquered kingdom.These are military and political,
«nd It is difficult to say which would

the more considerable.
To take the military first: To hold

Delgiurn it is necessary for the Germansto keep not less than 750,000,
perhaps 1,000,000, troops between the
German lines before Verdun and the
pea south of Ostend.
"Were Belgium evacuated and Bel-

|:um neutrality assured, the German
line on the western front would run
from the Luxemburg frontier, west of
the French fortress of Longwy, which
Was captured in the early days of the
sua r, straight south to the present line
about Verdun. Two hundred and fifty
miles would be taken off the western
T>a'tle front, to hold which requires
three quarters of a million of men at
the least. This force would be automaticallyreleased for service elseWnere,in the east or in the south.

If, as the allied military writers]rmnntain. the German numbers have
already begun to fail or are shortly to
begin to fail, then such a shortening of
the line w ill, in a time which is not far
distant, become absolutely essential.
But if the shortening must take place
tinder fire and the retreat be conducted
through a hostile Belgium, the losses
would probably be considerable, and
there might conceivably be a terrible
disaster
Again, if the retreat had to be made

vhile Belgium -was s*t ill hostile, the
line would not be shortened nearly as
greatly, because it would still be neces

aryto hold the whole of the Belgian
German frontier from Longwy to Holland.This frontier is not fortified: it
was because of apprehension for this
open road to the lower Rhine that the.
Germans at one time defended their
original invasion of Belgium. I'nquestionablythere have been preparations
made for such a defense: but it would
be a defense without advantage, for
©nee the Germans leave Belgium they
will hardly expect to return. Such a
defense would occupy several hundred
thousand men uselessly.men that
might serve a good purpose elsewhere,
"If Belgium were out of the war and the
Belgian frontier not open to the allies.

The Political Considerations.
Such are the obvious advantages to

Germany of a separate peace with Bel4
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political benefits are even more patent
We have been told from many sources

that Germany now recognizes that sh<
cannot hold Belgium, and that it wil
be impossible to talk of peace on any
terms that do not include the evacuationof Belgium. There are manifest
in certain quarters of Germany a very
plain desire that there shall be peace
and a distinct unwillingness to continuethe war merely to hold Belgium
France and Great Britain have

pledged their honor not to consider
peace until Belgium is free, and the
German occupation of Belgium has
terribly injured Germany in the eyes
of neutral nations. But if Germany
should evacuate Belgium, then the
original cause of the war, so far as

Great Britain was concerned, would
disappear. It would be impossible for
Great Britain to oppose the separate
peace, if it were offered to Belgium
without qualification, and it would destroyGreat Britain's case before the
world if she insisted upon going
through an unwilling Belgium to strike
at Germany, precisely as Germany had
gone through Belgium to strike at
France.
Furthermore, there would hardly be

any considerable French opposition to
such a withdrawal. French victory
HOW n UU1U Hit?it II 101 HOI liici 11

exactly what it would mean for Belgium.Lille, St. Quentin. Roubaix and
Tourcoing would perhaps be destroyed
and all that remains of this portion of
France turned into a shambles and a

ruin.
But if Germany were permitted to

retire through Belgium and behind her
own frontier she would have to give
up all of the territory of France which
she holds, except a few communes
north of Verdun, practically all save
the Briey, arrondissement of the
Meurthe-et-Moselledepartment. Against
the return of this small but valuable
region, the richest iron district of
Europe, Franc* would hold the conquereddistricts of upper Alsace.
In sum. for France such a German

course would mean not merely the immediaterescue of all of the country
now held by the enemy, but it would
mean that France would emerge from
the war intact, for the German attack
upon the eastern frontier, made under
the most favorable conditions early in

the war, failed too completely to offer
any chance for successful renewal.

France and Great Britain.
It is improbable that such a German

course would immediately eliminate
France or Great Britain from the war.

France would be bound to stand by her
Russian ally, Britain is fighting for
her imperial safety along the Tigris
and at Suez. But there would be left
for France no other personal interest
in the war than that comprehended in
the desire to reconquer Alsace-Lorraine,and to do this it would be necessaryto break through the very strong
German lines that stretch from Thionvilleand Metz to Strassburg ami thence,
by the Vo&ges, to the Swiss frontier.
Against this barrier France might wear

herself out without making substantial
gain and her people, having already made
great sacrifices, might ultimately tire of a
war for conquest alon£ or Germany might
presently satisfy French desire by promisingto recede Metz and the French
speaking district of Lorraine, as a reward
for French renunciation of the balance of
the lost provinces.
As for Grtfat Britain, her chief purpose

in the war would disappear, she would
then be engaged in a war which had no
other purpose than to assure her Egyptian
and Indian colonies and maintain her
naval supremacy. But Germany has alreadyindicated a willingness to resign
her Egyptian campaign, which has no
other object than to compel peace, and
British naval supremacy is no longer
questioned, even in Kiel.
Great Britain would then find herself

fighting to win Constantinople for Russia,until recently her rival in Asia and in
the Mediterranean, and British enthusiasmmight cool before such a prospect.

It is quite as conceivable that Britain
might continue the conflict, that she
might insist upon pursuing a war for
which she was now organized, but there
is. at the least, a promise for peace for
the Germans in the Belgian propositionnot. to be found elsewhere. Foreignand domest.c considerations and
military policy all point toward such a
course as possessing very real and materialadvantages, if it once be assumedas all talk of peace coming
frnm Carman iiarl<'*-ii nnit- rlni>« nr.t

sump, that Germany floes not expect to
hold Belgium permanently.

Russia's Stake in Game.
On the other hand, it must he clear

that both Russia and Italy would strenuouslyoppose such a separate peace
with Belgium. For both it would mean
the release of troops, which would he
used against them. Even if Germany
did not actually declare war against
Italy, she could replace with the troops
taken from the west the Austrian
troops now facing Russia and they
could he sent against Italy.
As for Russia, she would have to

deal with no less than half a million
veteran troops, the. best Germany has,
.in addition to those already 011 her
territory, and she might expect a new

offensive in the spring which might
take the kaiser to Moscow or I'etrograd.To believe that Russia would
he able to make head against these
new forces and the new trains of artillerythat would become available ia
to believe what is really incredible.
The defeat of Russia would conceivablylea«i to a separate peace between

the Slav and the central powers: this
would remove all occasion for French
participation in the war and France
would he able to emerge intact, while
Italy would have to content herself
with some morsel of the Trentino.
Kven if Russia were only pushed back
for some hundreds of miles there is
sound reason for believing that the
strain of the war would become in!telerable for Slav and Latin alike.
(teranany could then make a peace

which would leave her that road to the
east which she has opened. Jf the Britishpersevered in the war she would
still be unable to use the sea. but the
British would in such a case have to
face the immediate assault upon Egypt
and an eventual attack upon Indiahy
German, Austrian and Turkish troops.
In the case of Napoleon even the disappearanceof their allies did not persuadethe British to make peace, and
ii is quite possible that they woud followtheir tradition : but for Germany
this war would l>e far less terrible to endurethan a war which occupied German
troops along' tiie French, the Russian and
the Balkan fronts and carried with It the
plain chance of ultimate exhaustion and
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A Bare Possibility.
It is. perhaps, unwise to regard thi

talk of a separate j>eace between Bel
gium and Germany as more than a re

mote possibility. But at least it is thi
; and it is the first real indication of th

possibility that the present year ma

see the end of the war. To say such
course would be wise for the Germans i
to go beyond the province of the foreigi
observer. Vet it is plain that the ad
vantages are very great and it is equall
clear to all.neutral and belligerent alik
.that there can be no ]>eace. short o
complete exhaustion, which is not yet ii
sight, unless Belgium is evacuated.
German attention has for man

months been directed to the eas
German public opinion has been edu
rated to believe that the real profit fo
Germany's great sacrifices will come ii
the near east, and the more recent Ger
man suggestions for peace have all in
c-luded the proposal to evacuate Bel
gium. the assurance that no Frencl
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that British conquest of German colo
nies will be recognized as final, pro
vided Germany and Austria are allowei
to dominate the Balkans and Turke;
is assigned to the Teuton as his plac
in the sun.

In all this the evacuation of Belgiun
and the signing of a separate peace wit!
Belgium is a logical detail. The inci
dental evacuation of France removes th<
main cause for French participation ii
the war. It leaves to the French only j
narrow front on which to act; it leave
for the British armies now in France n>
field for operations at ati and would prob
ably lead to their transference to th
Balkan and Egyptian fields. It migh
easily lead to the destruction of the pres
ent solidarity among the enemies of th
central powers, because the several na
tions would be unequally interested i:
the prosecution of the war and the grea
moral issue would be removed.

It is entirely reasonable to believe tha
before Germany actually agrees to such
bargain she will make one more try i:
the west, and many reports seem to poin
to such an attempt. But the failure c
this attempt might bring a successfi
counter attack and then the chanc
might have vanished. It is also equall,
reasonable to believe that all the report
ed preparation represents a demonstra
tion intended to hasten a Belgian deci
sion and to contribute to persuadim
King Albert to sa*e his little state fror

j more agonies and new dangers.
As to Chance of Peace.

It would be inaccurate to say tha
there is, as yet, any real evidence tha
there can be peace before autumn. Ye
it is fair to say that the suggestio
that Belgium be permitted to retir
from the conflict with all the honor
of war. richly earned, is a suggestio
that, if acted upon, would remove th
greatest obstacle to a general settle

j ment and might lead to further ex

{change of views between the con
testants.
And this discussion should also s*rv

to emphasize again the fact so fre
quently overlooked that the battle o
the Marne was a decisive battle, am
that it did end the German campaigi
in the west, so far as that campaigi
aimed at giving Germany the predomi
nant position in Europe and at elimin
ating France as a great power. Th
war "has been going on now for man,
months because the Germans have stil
the firm belief that they can free Po
land and make it a buffer state unde
a German prince and acquire th
hegemony of the Balkans.

It is by no means inconceivable tha
thev would consent to dron the Polis
plan and ask no more than the Balkai
and Turkish profits, if by such a sur
render they could obtain peace. Bu
this is for the future. Now it is suf
ficient to point out that the rumor
respecting Belgium have a very <11 s
tinet meaning and may have very grea
consequences consequences whitv
could transform the whole face of th

| great st ruggle.

NOWEGIAN STEAMER
IS SENT TO BOTTOM

LONDON, February 12..The Nor
wegian steamer Alabama of Stavangei
a vessel of 891 tons gross, has bee;
sunk. The crew were saved. No de
tails regarding the sinking are avail
able.
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\ AMERICAN RELIEF BODY
I IS LAUDED IN ENGLAND
e --

ri
* London Paper Urges Stringent, Curb
0 \

on Some Collectors for
t Belgium.

e

LONDON, February 12..Under the
t heading "The Scandal of the War ReliefFunds" the Daily Chronicle urges
1 the. government to take control of and
. prevent waste in unauthorized collec-
t tions.

^ "Over fifty Belgian relief funds have

e been opened in England," says the

y Daily Chronicle, "and we are satisfied
after a careful investigation that many
of them are conducted on exceedingly

p unbusinesslike lines. Some of the Belngian relief funds are'beyond all reproach.They are admirably managed
and thriftily administered by men and
women who give their services gratu*iiously, and whose devotion has in it a

1 sublime quality.
t "The first and foremost is the comnmission for relief in Belgium. This is
e the main conduit pip® through which
g the splendid generosity of the Amerincan people flows. So commendation can

e be too warm for its magnificent work
as noble a piece of practical philanthropyas ever was recorded."
After recounting how various funds

are conducted inefficiently the Daily
e Chronicle says:

"We beg the government to act withfout delay. Action is necessary no less
j in Belgian interests than those of the

British subscribers. The cause of Bel-
n jfium, as noble as ever appealed to the

generous instincts of our people, is not
served by indiscriminate appeals, some
of them on behalf of societies which
are not really needed, and whose

Ij methods are slack arid slovenly."

J FORD PEACE WORKERS
« MEET CHECK IN BERN
" BERN, Switzerland, February 2..
t The American legation here maintains

its refusal to issue passports to tra*verse belligerent countries to Eouis
I Eochner, secretary of the Ford peace exhpedition, and H. C. Evans of Des Moines.
e Iowa, one of the delegates who came

to Switzerland in an endeavor to obtainthe appointment of Swiss delegatesto the peace committee organized
at Stockholm. Messrs. Evans and

| Eochner desire to travel from Switzerlandto Spain.
The two representatives of the

movement are organizing for Monday*

next a great public meeting in Bern,
ri and other meetings in Geneva, Eau-sanne and Zurich.

Favorable comment upon their mis-

j sion is appearing hi Swiss newspapers.

GLISH NAVY RETURN
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" SAY BRITISH WARSHIPS "
DISAPPEARED QUICKLY

German Fapers Still Claim Sinking
of Cruiser.Denied by

London.

RRRI-IW Februarv 12. hv wireless to

Sayville.."Berlin newspapers, comimenting on the sinking of the British
cruiser Arabis by German torpedo
boats during the last raid off Dogger
banks Thursday night, state that the
torpedo boats were more successful
than the German warship^ which some
time ago explored the North sea," says
the Overseas News Agency.
"The fact that the British men-ofwardisappeared immediately when the

German boats became visible contrasts
most singularly with British affirmationsthat the British fleet is anxiously
awaiting the appearance of the Germanfleet.
"The newspapers further point to the,

rescue of part of the crew of the Arabis.which they compare with the atti.tude of the trawler King Stephen
(whose captain refused to rescue the
crew of a Zeppelin wrecked in the
North seaj. According to the I.okal
Anzeiger, the cruiser Arabis, which
had been in service several weeks, displaced3,80u tons."

Denied by British.
An official German statement of yesterdaysaid a British cruiser named

Arabis had been sunk and another
cruiser torpedoed by German torpedo
boats. The British admiralty denied
this, stating that the vessel referred to
was a mine sweeper. It is thought she
may have been the oil-driven freighter
Arabis, 3,697 tons, in service as a mine
sweeper.

AGREEMENTS WITH ITALY
SHROUDED IN SECRECY

I
ROME, February 12..A perfect accordhas been reached between Premier

Briand of France and the Italian cabinetministers with whom he has been
in conference on all questions dis|cussed, according: to statements cirjculatins today in both Italian and
French political circles. The unity
among: "the allies grot&ing out of the
Frem-ii premier's visit has. indeed. it is
said, already taken concrete form dur!ing the exchanges between the ministers.The details of the agreements
reached, however,-are withheld because
of their military character.
The visit of Premier Brian 1 and his

colleagues has given a fresh impetus to
war enthusiasm in lta'y.
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FING THROUGH THE BALTIC ICE FLO1
5 BRITISH NAVY DURING THE WAR.
[CADE IN THE BALTIC.
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They are these:
Flanders, the first sector, stre

rounds Arras; the center of Picar
the sector that extends from Soi
Rheims and extends southwest
Meuse, the district around Verdi
Moselle; thert come Lorraine, th
back from the enemy.

Of these twelve fronts I was

the French fronts in Serbia and
clay, chalk, sandbags or cement: i
flats, is hidden behind the ruins (

bricks from the smashed houses.
Trenches of the Vosges Most Curious
Of all the trenches the most curious

were those of the Vosges. They were

the most curious because, to use the
last word one associate^ with trenches,
they are the most beautiful.
We started for the trenches of the

Vosges from a certain place close to
the German border. It was so close
that in the inn a rifle bullet from
across the border had bored a hole in
the cafe mirror.
The car climbed steadily. The swollen

rivers flowed far below us and then
disappeared, and the slopes that fell
away on one side of the road and
rose on the other became smothered
under giant pines. Above us they
reached to the clouds, below us swept
grandly across great valleys. There
^as no sign of human habitation, not
even the hut of a charcoal burner.
Except for the road, we might have
been the first explorers of a primeval
forest. We seemed as far removed
from the France of cities, cultivated
acres, stone bridges and chateaux as
Rip Van Winkle lost in the Catskills.
The silence was the silence of the
ocean.
We halted at what might have been

a lumberman's camp. There were
cabins of huge green logs with the
moss still fresh and clinging, and
smoke poured from mud chimneys. In
the air was an enchanting odor of
balsam and boiling coffee. It needed
only a man in a mackinaw coat with
an ax to persuade us we had motored
from a French village ten hundred
years old into a perfectly new trading
post on the Saskatchewan.

L»,.» * *.t i * xi
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colonel appeared, and with him in the
lead we started up a hill as sheer as
a church roof. The freshly cut path
reached upward in short zigzag lengths.
Its outer edge was shored with the
trunks of the trees cut down to make
way for it. They were fastened with
stakes, and against rain and snow
helped to hold it in place. The soil,
as the path showed, was of a pink
stone. It cuts easily and is the stone
from which cathedrals have been built.
That suggests that to an ambitious
young sapling it offers little nutriment,but the pines, at least, seem to
thrive on it. For centuries they have
thriven on it. They towered over us
to the height of eight stories. The
ground beneath was hidden by the
most exquisite moss, and moss climbedfar up the tree trunks and covered
the branches. They looked, as thoughto guard them from the cold, they hadbeen swathed in green velvet. Exceptfor the pink path, we were in a worldof green; green moss, green ferns,
green tree trunks, green shadows. Thelittle light that reached from above
was like that which flitters thj-oughthe glass plates of an aquarium.

Compared to the Adirondack*.
Tt was very beautiful, but was it war?
We might have been in the Adiron.dacksin the private camp of one of
our men of millions. You expected to see
the fire warden's red poster warning
you to stamp out the ashes and to be
careful where you threw matches.
Then the path dived into a trench with
pirrk walls, and overhead arches of
ft'vtu uiauciica iimiiK 11 iti 11 c aiiu

higher. until they interlocked and
shut out the sky. The trench led to a
barrier of logs as round as a flour barrel,the openings plugged with moss
and the whole hidden in fresh pine
boughs. It reminded you of those open
barricades used in boar hunting, and
behind which the German emperor
awaits the onslaught of thoroughly
terrified pigs.
Like a bird nest it clung to the side

of the hill, and across the valley lookedat a sister hill a quarter of a mile
away.
"On that hill," said the colonel, "on

a level with us, are the Germans."
Had he told me that among the pine

trees across the valley Santa Glaus
manufactured his toys and stabled his
reindeer T would have believed him.
Had humpbacked dwarfs with beards
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o miles of front the French generj
not appear on maps. They are fa
vith imaginary boundaries. Thes
f people have lived for many cen
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now the French names for the t\\

tches from the North sea to bey(
die is Amiens; Santerre follows tl
isson on the Aisne to the Chan
to include Chalons; Argonne is tl
in ; Woevrc lies between the heij
ie Yosges, all hills and forests, a

on ten. The remaining two I mis
Saloniki. According to which fr<

t is ambushed in gardens and orcb
t" wrecked villages and paved ar

peeped from behind the velvet tre
trunks and doffed red nightcaps; ha<
.we discovered fairies dancing on th
moss carpet, the surprised ones woul«
have been not us, but the fairies.
In this enchanted forest to talk o

Germans and war was ridiculous. W
were speaking: in ordinary tones, bu
in the stillness of the woods our voice
carried, and from just below us a doi
barked.
"Do you allow the men to bring: dog:

into the trenches?" I asked. "Don*
they give away your position?"

Was a "German Sentry Dog."
"That is not one of our dogs," sail

the colonel. "That is a German sentr:
dog. He has heard us talking."
"But that dog is not across the val

ley," I objected. "He's on this hill
He's not 200 yards below us."
"But, yes, certainly," said the colo

nel. Of the man on duty behind th<
log barrier he asked:
"How near are they?"
"Two hundred yards," said the soldier

The soldier grinned and, leaning over th"
top log, pointed directly beneath us. I
was as though we were on the roof of J
house looking over the edge at some on
on the front steps. I stared down througl
the giant pine trees towering like masts
mysterious, motionless, silent with th<
silence of centuries. Through the inter
lacing boughs I saw only shifting shadow:
or, where a shaft of sunlight fell upoi
the moss, a flash of vivid green. Unabt
to believe, T shook my head. Even thi
Boche watch dog, now thoroughly an
noyed, did not convince me. As thougl
reading my doubts, an officer beckoned
and we stepped outside the breastwork;
and into an intricate cat's cradle o
barbed wire. It was lafrhed to heav;
stakes and wound around the tree trunks
and had the officer not led the way i
would have been impossible for me t<
get either in or out. At intervals, like
ciotnes on a nne, on tne wires were strunj
empty tin cans, pans and pots and glas
bottles. To attempt to cross the entangle
ment would have made a noise like a ped
dler's cart bumping over cobbles.
We came to the edge of the barb wir

and what looked like part of a tree trunl
turned into a man-sized bird's nest. Th<
sentry in the nest had his back to us an<
was peering intently down through th<
branches of the tree tops. He reina;ne<
so long motionless that I thought he wai
not aware of our approach. But he ha<
heard us. Only it was no part of hi:
orders to make abrupt movements. Witl
infinite caution, with the most considerat
slowness, he turned, scowled and wavet
us back, it was the care with which h<
made even so slight a gesture that per
suaded me the Germans were as close ai
the colonel had said. My curiosity con
cerning them was satisfied. The sentr:
did not need to wave me back. I wai
already on my way.

Worn in Case of Night Attack.
At the post of observation I saw a doj

kennel.
"There are watch dogs on our side

also," I said.
"Yes," the officer assented doubtfully,

"The idea is that their hearing is bettei
than that of the men, and in cas3 of niglil
attacks they will warn us. Hut. duringthe day, they get so excited barking at
the Boche dogs that when darkness
comes, and we need them, they are worn
out and fast asleep.
We continued our walk through the forestand wherever we went found men al

work repairing the path and pushing tlibarb wire and trenches nearer the enemy,In some places they worked with greatcaution, hidden by the ferns and draggingbehind them the coils of wire: sometimethey were .able to work openly, and theforest resounded with the blows of axesand the crash of a falling tree. But an
ax in a forest does not suggest war andthe scene was still one of peace and
beauty.
For miles the men had lined the pathwith borders of moss six inches wide

and with strips of bark had decorated
the huts anH sliAltora i..rAc»

ravines they had thrown what in seed
catalogues are called "rustic" bridges.As we walked in single file between
these carefully laid borders of moss
and past the shelters that suggested
only a gamekeeper's lodge, we mighthave been on a walking tour in the
Alps. You expected at every turn to
come upon a chalet like a Swiss clockLtand a patient cow and a young woman
in a velvet bodice who would offer you
warm milk. Instead, from overhead,
there burst suddenly the barking of
shrapnel and through an opening in
the treetops we saw a French biplanepursued by German shells. It was late
in the afternoon, but the sun was still
shining and, entirely out of her turn,
the moon also was shining. In the
blue sky she hung like a silver shield,
and toward her. it seemed almost to
her level, rose the biplane. She also
was all silver. She shone and glistened.

Become Flashing Mirrors.
Like a gre^it bird she flung out tiltingwings. The sun kissed them and

turned them into flashing mirrors. Behindher the German shells burst in
white puffs of smoke, feathery, delicate,as innocent looking as the tips
of ostrich plumes. The biplane ran
before them and seemed to play with
them as children race ud tho beach
laughing at the pursuing waves. The
biplane darted left, darted right,
climbed unseen aerial trails, tobogganeddown vast imaginary mountains, or,
as a gull skims the crests of the waves,
dived into a cloud and appeared again,
her wings dripping, glistening and
radiant. As she turned and winged
her way back to France you felt no
fear for her. She seemed beyond the
power of man to harm, something supreme.superhuman. A sister to the sun
and moon, the princess royal of the
air.
After you have been in the trenches

it seems so selfish to be feasting and
drinking that you have no appetite for
dinner. At least, not until dinner i3
actually announced. When you go
through a trench, where every man is
incased in mud; where his uniform and
his underclothes are stiff with mud;
where he eats and drinks mud, sleeps
in mud; where the rain and sleet lash
his face and iced water rises to hi3
knees, and you, in a warm coat,
smoking a cigar, with a car waiting to
take you to a warm inn far from shells
and gases, pass him by, it is su^pris-

D MILES
-VE SECTORS
IRE NOT ON MAPS

i the Trenches in Ten
e VosgesReious.
IS.
lI staff divide it into twelve sectors,

mily names and titles, not of certain
e nicknames seem to thrive best in
turies. With us it is usually when
' that under one name we merge
reive official fronts may help in de:>nd

Ypres; the Artois sector surievalley of the Oise; Soissionais is
lpagne sector, which begins with
le forest of Argonne: the Hauts de
ijhts of the Meuse and tfie river
nd, last, Alsace, the territory won

scd through leaving France to visit
ont you are on, the trench is of mud.
ards, it winds through flooded mud
n3 reinforced with the stones and

e ing he does not take his intrenching
i spade or his rifle and hit you a whack
e over the head. I often have wondered
d why one of them did not. I have even

wished one of them would. I have
f felt so mean and selfish at the sight of
e such discomfort and danger so quietly
t and splendidlv borne that I have al-
s most invited a poilu to take a shot at
5 me just for luck. I would have felt less

like an intruder xand more like "a
s brother Elk." There was only one man
t who seemed to share my point of view.

He was a corporal in charge of a squad
mending a road in Artois. He was wet
to his skin, chilled by the rain and

a
caked inbide and out with clay.

r Advises Caution With Spade.
As our car crowded him into the gutterhe* called to one of his squad:
"Be careful with your spade. You

might splash mud on the automobile."
I But for the defenders of the forests

of the Vosges you cannot feel selgsh.
Visits to their trenches do not take
away my appetite. They increased it.

e The air they breathe tastes like brut
t champagne and gases cannot reach
^ them. They sleep on pillows of pine
e boughs. They look out only on what
h in nature is most beautiful. And their

surgeon told me there was not a single
e man on the sick list. That does not
mean there are no killed or wounded.

3 For even in the enchanted forest there
1 is no enchantment strong enough to
e ward off the death that approaches
e crawling on the velvet moss or hurtling

through the treetops.
2 War has no knowledge of sectors.

It is just as hateful in the Vosges as

f in Flanders, only in the Vosges It
J masks its liideousness with what is

beautiful. In Flanders death hides in a
; trench of mud like an open grave. In

the forest of the Vosges it lurks in a

s nest of moss, fern and clean, sweetssmelling pine.
s (Copyright. by Richard Harding Davis.)

! SINGLE BRITISH MEN
SOON WILL BE CALLED

Royal Proclamation to Notify Them
to Attest, It Is

Declared.
9

LONDON, February 12..The Central
News Is authority for a report that all
single men are to be called on to enlist

f next week. A royal proclamation
shortly to be issued notifying all single

'
men to attest, the Central News states,
attributes the unexpectedly speedy sum[moiis to the many recent consultations

t between the minister of munitions and
; the war office.

February 3 King George signed a t
proclamation nxing reoruary iu as me
date on which the military service act
was to be regarded as in force. All
single men between the ages of nineteenand forty-one who are not ex!empt under the act were given until
March 2 to attest.

FIRST AERIAL DESERTER
IS RETURNED TO ITALY

BERLIN", February 12, by wireless to
Sayville, X. Y.."The Swiss newspape.ThurgauerZeitung says the Italian
aviator, Barbati, who recently landed
in Switzerland with a new aeroplane,
made a record for deserters as he is
the first soldier to desert by air," says
the Overseas News Agency. "The fact
that Barbati is a deserter is plain, inasmuchas the Swiss government immediatelycomplied witn the request of
Italy to return the pilot and aeroplane."
Jt was reported from Geneva on February4 that a new Italian observation

oapAnla ni> liQ<1 la nHoH r» rv Cn-ia^

tory after being fired on by SwihK
guards and hit repeatedly. Tlie aviui »r
said he had flown over Swiss territory
by mistake.

GENERAL SARIFF SCHEME
PROPOSED FOR ENGLAND

LONDON", February 12..The principaleditorial in the Spectator today is
headed "Why Not a General Tariff?"
It seems to owe its origin to the forth- *

coming restrictions on imports, which
the Spectator holds to be a poor methodfor increasing revenue and relievingshipping. The solution suggested
in the editorial is a general ad valoremtariff of 10 per cent, with a rebateof 5 per cent on bona fide imperialproducts.

SOUTH AMERICAN MAIL
IS TAKEN OFF STEAMER

BERLIN, February 12, by wireless to
Sayville.."According: to reports from
Rotterdam," says the Overseas News
Agency today, "the British authorities
at Falmouth took from the steamer
Celria, bound to South America, ths
entire mail for the South American
countries.

Socialist Minority Censored.
BERLIN, February 12, via wireless to

Sayville.."The Socialist Association in
the electoral district of Solingen, which j
Is represented in the reichstag by
Philip Scheidermann, socialist, has ac*. f
cepted a motion censuring: the minority 1of the socialist party which voted
against the "war budget," the Oversea#
News Agency 8tatest
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